SOC 460:  Society and Environment

With Michelle Meyer Lueck
Fall 2012
Clark C 248, Tues and Thurs 12:30-1:45
Contact and Office Hours:                       
Office: Clark A-009 
Email: michelle.lueck@colostate.edu
 

Twitter: @ChellLueck
Office Hours: 

Tuesdays 2:00-4:00 and Thursdays 11:00-12:00
Course Description:

Environmental sociology is the study of the interactions between society and the environment.  This statement seems simple enough until we begin to examine closely the blurry, socially defined edges of either of those concepts (‘society’ or ‘environment”).  In this course we will be exploring those edges in great detail, especially as they correlate to conceptions of the human and the non-human.  We will be asking questions about how society has defined the environment (or the non-human) and how a growing set of environmental problems has continued to shape our conception of the boundary between society and the environment as well as boundaries between humans.  
Required Texts:

Gould, Kenneth and Tammy Lewis. 2009. Twenty Lessons in Environmental Sociology. Oxford University 

Press: Oxford.
Gottlieb, Robert. 2005. Forcing the Spring: The Transformation of the American 
Environmental Movement. 

Island Press: Washington, DC.
Assigned articles on Ramct
Evaluation:

As an upper division course, we will be learning through reading and discussion in a seminar format. We will move through the material as a group and what we get out of this course is dependent upon everyone’s thoughtful contribution. 

1. Participation …………25%



90-100% 
A

60-69%

D 
2. Discussion leader…….20%



80-89%  
B 

below 60% 
F
3. Book review………….20%



70-79%

C
4. Final research project...35%




1. Participation:

Participation is available through five different mechanisms, in order of their weighted importance: Twitter, campus environment lectures, environmental sociology articles, Ramct discussion postings, and class discussion. I will combine these into the overall score. 
Twitter. Tweeting questions, observations, or other environment sociology related content. Use #CSUenvsoc, and Michelle is @ChellLueck. (2-5% of the final grade) 
Campus environmental lectures. Attending and writing a half page summary and commentary on any campus environment lectures. I will announce these opportunities as I come across them, and please also announce ones you find! (4-8% of the final grade)
Environmental sociology newspaper articles. Presenting newspaper articles that relate to the week’s material. Standing in class and describing the article and how it relates to things we’ve discussed in class. (4-8% of the final grade)
Ramct discussion postings. The weekly discussion questions will be posted on Ramct, responding and discussing, again thoughtfully, every week. These can include questions about the material, connections to previous readings/topics in class, connections to other sociological topics/theory. (7-10% of the final grade)
Class discussion. Engaging in thoughtful discussion about the week’s material, every week. This requires regular attendance. (8-12% of the final grade)
2. Discussion Leader:
In groups of four, you will lead class discussion twice throughout the semester. Groups and dates will be assigned on the second day.
· Leading discussion must include:
· No PowerPoint

· Development of five-eight thought-provoking discussion questions that are posted to Ramct and twitter 48 hours before class.

· Abstracts of each chapter/reading separately posted to Ramct. One double-spaced page each, and only one per group per reading required. I will post examples for the first discussion period.

· Ability to discuss the role of sociological theory in the topic (for post-week 3)

· Reading of the extra weekly material, present the findings to the class and incorporate into discussion (listed in italics on schedule).

· Reading your colleagues comments on Ramct, pulling the recent twitter information, and organizing the class discussion to address what your colleagues raised.
· Discussion should address: 

· “What is the issue addressed in these readings?”

· “What is the environmental problem and how do we know?”

· “What is the solution and how do we know?”
· Leading discussion can include:

· Bringing in outside material including video clips (shorter than 15 minutes), pictures, articles.

· Bring in personal experience, show-and-tell items (no live animals please). 
· A song to open class with.
· You will be evaluated on your ability to keep discussion from stalling, ability as the “expert” on the week’s topic, your abstracts and discussion questions, and organization of the material. Preparing to lead discussion will take time, so plan to meet with your group in advance of your day leading.
· The first time your group goes will be worth 8%, the second time worth 12%. Thus, you’ll learn, get better, and be rewarded for it!

3. Book Review:
Reviewing one environmental sociology (or related) book. Books must be written by a social scientist (sociologist, psychologist, anthropologist, economist) and cannot be an edited volume. You will submit the name and author of your book for approval. See example book review on Ramct. 
· Book review are 3-pages double spaced and must include:

· Full citation

· Overall research question

· Research methods

· Description of each chapter

· Who the book is targeted to

· Discussion of theory from class used in the book
· Your recommendation
· You will then present your book in 3-5 minutes to the class. 

· Examples include:

· Collapse by Jared Diamond

· Filling the Ark by Leslie Irvine

· Born to Buy by Juliet Schor

· Catastrophe in the Making by Freudenberg, Laska, Gramling, and Erikson

· Everything in its Path by Kai Erikson

· Why We Disagree about Climate Change by Mike Hulme
· The Slums of Aspen by Lisa Sun-Hee Park and David Naguib Pellow
· The Deepest Wounds: A Labor and Environmental History of Sugar in Northeast Brazil by Thomas Rogers
· The Ecological Revolution by John Bellamy Foster
· The World without Us by Alan Weisman
· Diamond: A Struggle for Environmental Justice in Louisiana’s Chemical Corridor
· The Secret History of the War on Cancer by Devra Davis
· Etc etc
4. Research Project:
Completing one content analysis project on an environmental issue/concern of interest, that is grounded either in time or location. Based on your research, you will write a 10-15 page (double spaced) essay in which you will summarize the issue from a sociological perspective, analyze 20 newspaper articles covering the issue OR other content analysis (see me with your ideas), and review some of the academic research literature related to the population or social issue you are exploring. Detailed essay guidelines and grading criteria for this assignment will be distributed and discussed in class. 
· Essay will include the following sections:

· Introduction (overview of issue) ~ 1 page

· Literature review ~2-3 pages

· Methods ~2 pages

· Results of content analysis ~ 4-5 pages
· Conclusion ~ 1 page
· Research project is broken into three due dates:

· Topic statement, 1 page double spaced

· Literature review draft and methods plan 3-4 pages double spaced

· Final paper

All items that are due to me will be submitted via email. This includes book review, research project topic, research project literature review and methods plan, and final research paper. Late items are only accepted by pre-approval.
Academic Integrity:
I have designed this course for your benefit, and you will get out of it what you put in. Thus, cheating, as cliché as it sounds, most importantly limits your benefit from this course. 

This course will adhere to the CSU Academic Integrity Policy as found in the General Catalog (http://www.catalog.colostate.edu/FrontPDF/1.6POLICIES1112f.pdf) and the Student Conduct Code (http://www.conflictresolution.colostate.edu/conduct-code ). At a minimum, violations will result in a grading penalty in this course and a report to the Office of Conflict Resolution and Student Conduct Services.
Plagiarism is the unauthorized or unacknowledged use of another person's academic or scholarly work. Done on purpose, it is cheating. Done accidentally, it is no less serious. Regardless of how it occurs, plagiarism is a theft of intellectual property and a violation of an ironclad rule demanding "credit be given where credit is due." Plagiarism is easily avoided by using citations and quotations appropriately. 

Disabilities Statement:

If you are a student who will need accommodations in this class, please let me know early in the semester so that you’re learning needs may be appropriately met. Any accommodation must be discussed in a timely manner prior to implementation. You may also want to contact Resources for Disabled Students for additional support (970-491-6385;

http://www.colostate.edu/Depts/RDS/).
Rules of Engagement:

In the current age where it seems debate is only vicious and malicious, this class is an environment where everyone is expected to express their thoughtful opinions, questions, and suggestions as a way to think through the material. We are all respected for who we are and what interesting ideas and experiences we bring to the table. Thus, I encourage everyone to engage in active debate with the material, this means asking for clarity of someone else’s comments and discussing and debating the perspective they present. I expect everyone to try on different perspectives, like trying on different clothes, and see whether something you always discounted may fit pretty well. There is an enormous difference between disagreeing with someone’s perspective and attacking them as a person. The first is the hallmark of scientific inquiry; the second is for talk shows and reality TV. 
Semester Outline

Notes: 

· 1 is Tuesday and 2 is Thursday of each week. 

· The readings should be completed prior to class the day they are listed. 

· G/L is the Gould and Lewis text. 

· Additional readings are listed by author(s) last name and on Ramct.

· Extra readings for the discussion leaders are in italics and on Ramct.
Week 1 (Aug 21-23) Overview
1. Introductions, syllabus
2. G/L chapter 1
a. Catton and Dunlap

b. Read the Visitor section of the ASA Environment and Technology Section website: http://envirosoc.org/visitors.php
Week 2 (Aug 28-30) Theory: Eco-Marxism and Eco-Modernization
1. G/L chapter 3, pages 25-37

a. G/L chapter 8
b. Long et al.
2. G/L chapter 3, pages 37-43
a. Mol and Sonnenfeld
b. Brundtland Commission
c. Boyd
Week 3 (Sept. 4-6) Theory: Constructionism and Science ***Book review choice due in class (title, author, and author’s field)****

1. G/L chapters 2 and 18
a. Freudenberg et al. “Mountain”
b. Kalof et al.
2. G/L chapter 7
a. Turner
b. Hulme Chapter 3 
c. Simon and Kahn
Week 4 (Sept 11-13) Individual Attitudes, Media, and Consumption

1. Dunlap et al.
a. Givens and Jorgenson

b. Levine and Strube
2. G/L chapter 6
a. What’s your consumption factor

b. Shove and Warde

c. Guthman

d. Raynolds
Week 5 (Sept 18-20) Climate Change

1. G/L chapter 14

a. Dow et al.

b. McCright and Dunlap
2. MOVIE!
Week 6 (Sept 25-27) Book review presentations

1. Last names A-L

2. Last names M-Z 
Week 7 (Oct 2-4) Disasters ***Research project topic due***
1. Oliver-Smith

a. Guillette

b. Fussell and Elliot
2. Jennifer Tobin-Gurley, guest lecturer

a. Adger
b. Tobin-Gurley
Week 8 (Oct 9-11) Environment as Resource 
1. Gottlieb, pg 1-42
a. G/L chapter 15

b. Freudenberg et al. Catastrophe
2. Gottlieb, pg 43-83
a. Scarce
Week 9 (Oct 16-18) Environment as Urban then Hippie
1. Gottlieb chapter 2
a. G/L chapter 12
b. Philo
2. Gottlieb chapter 3
a. Hulme
Week 10 (Oct 23-25) Modern environmentalism 
1. Gottlieb chapter 4
a. Dalton et al.
b. Jacques et al.
2. Gottlieb chapter 5

a. McGurty
Week 11 (Oct 30- Nov 1) Gender and Eco-feminists ***Research project bibliography and methods plan due***
1. Gottlieb chapter 6

a. Perkins
b. Ecofeminist

2. MOVIE!
Week 12 (Nov 6-8) Environmental Justice
1. G/L chapter 10

a. Gottlieb chapter 7

b. Mohai and Kerschner
2. G/L chapter 16

a. Gottlieb chapter 8
b. Daub
c. Proctor
Week 13 (Nov 13-15) Health

1. G/L chapter 11
a. Klinenberg
b. Knowlton et al.
2. WORK DAY!
Week 14 GIVE THANKS!
Week 15 (Nov 27-29) International
1. G/L chapter 4 and 17
a. Guha
b. Rourke and Connelly
c. Downey et al.
2. Daniel McLane, guest lecturer
a. McLane

b. G/L chapter 19

Week 16 (Dec 4-6) Bringing in Local and Conclusion!
1. Gottlieb conclusion and epilogue 
a. Schelly et al
b. Lueck et al

2. G/L chapter 20 
a. Buttel

b. Lueck
i. Review of our topics

ii. Where is the environment?

iii. Who is it there for?

iv. What is it there for?

Week 17 FINALS ***Research paper due***

Submit via Email by NOON on Tuesday, December 11th. 
� Graduate students please see me after the first class period. You assignments will be structured slightly different to ensure you get the most out of the class for your interests, research, and degree plan!





